
October 28, 1963 

Dr. Rfchard Nasland, Dtrector 
Nat lone? lflst 1 tute of l4t3urolog iCP1 

Dizseasars and Blfndne4ss 
Nat iona? lnst ftutcss of Heatth 
BQthesds 14, Harylmd 

After a?? our previous cc~~~~%ion on erreng?ng support for our demographic 
studies, f was e ?ltt?e stertkd, though pleasantly so, to hear frcm the National 
tnstitute of Chl?d Health and Human Deve?opment &out their tntcrrest In support- 
ing the further utilitetfon of Ga)nsus data. I webs not very clear whether you 
were ?n close touch with Dr. Ross about this, and if not, would like very much 
to discuss scme of the details w?th you. We have, fn any case, submitted the 
enclOsed application, whose orfgtns w???, I hope, be understood. Dr. Dodmer 
In our department Is an extfemely gifted bio-mathematfcian who has mrked on 
population genet?ca? problems, in sine depth, althargh he lo rrow concentrating 
mainly On genetic chemistry, and 1s equally Interested in developing as far as 
possib?a the sc?ent?f?c uses of this type of tnformetion. Fortunately, too, 
Dr. Cenn has returned to the FedIatrics Depertment and wii? be coltaborating in 
these studies as we??. I woufd be happy to hear from you and Dr. Bwendes con- 
cerning any aspects of the cemus tabulations tbt ought to be parttcularly 
strssmd for their relevance to tmsntsrl retardation md the perfnata? morbfdity 
study. 

f have been thlnkfng &out maktng a pess through the ?/loo0 census simple to 
get same impression of the magnitude of educatforml anu~?Ies which might be 
evIdencs of the prevsibnce of ment8? mtsrdation fn the non-fnst?tuttuns??rd 
popu?ation. What I had tn mfnd was to tabulate for slgnlffcant discrepanctes 
between the age of a ehi?d md hf s educetione? a#hrencamnt, and to plot this 
es against the charecteristics of other children in the fanily and the socio- 
econcmfc status of the parents. Of course, a great deal has been remarked 
concerning the disjrtbution of bwtucatianrr1 ~tunlty; I thought ft might Just be 
possible, hawaver, the& we could also get wma evfdence of the distribution of 
educationa? capacfty, partlcu1arly among the more welt-to-do groups. Do you 
know whether this sort of study has been conducted on such a sea?@), end on such 
en obj%Ctlve basi5? Any other thoughts that you might have concerning ways of 
pinpointjng th?s type of information fron the cenws date which would bring 
them into relevance to the mental retardation problem would also be very grate- 
fu? ?y received. 

Stncewebly yours, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Z;anetics 


